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Reflection  from  Sr. Barbara Doak, SL 

During Ordinary Time and even Lent, we heard the Gospels tell all the marvelous works of 
Jesus. He drove out demons, cured the sick, attended to the needs of those on society’s 
fringes and raised his beloved Lazarus from the dead. On Palm Sunday, Jesus triumphantly 
entered Jerusalem. Crowds greeted  him saying, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”  Later in the week, most of the people who 
proclaimed, “Hosanna!” began to shout, “Crucify him!”  

The Liturgy and symbols of this week help us as we participate in the Passion of Christ.  We 
will encounter Jesus scourged, carrying the cross, being crucified and dying. These painful 
acts are redemptive. Jesus, in Gethsemane, accepted the will of the Father by saying, ”Abba, 
Father, all things are possible to you. Take this cup away from me; not what I will, but what 
you will.” 

Doing the will of the Father makes the “Hosannas” in our lives turn into jeers of “Crucify 
him.” The death/resurrection paradigm repeats over and over in our lives. Jesus is the 
ultimate model for us. Other examples are Romero and the environmental activists in 
Honduras, Guatemala and other Central American countries. These people risked and lost 
their lives for justice. 

There were also those who helped Jesus redeem us by carrying his Cross, wiping his face or 
giving witness to the Crucifixion. Modern day examples for us are Dorothy Day, teachers, 
healthcare workers and Laborers.  

Like Veronica, Simon, Mary and the women of Jerusalem, there are organizations we can join 
to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, give drink to the thirsty, visit the sick and imprisoned 
and work for reconciliation. In Midtown Kansas City alone we have: Operation Breakthrough, 
Reconciliation Services, St. Mark Hope and Peace, Al-Inshirah Islamic Center, MORE2, Journey 
to New Life, Bishop Sullivan Center, Jobs with Justice, Troost Alliance, Troost39 Thrift Store 
and St. James. 

Participating in Jesus’ redemptive acts is highlighted this week. But our struggle for 
redemption continues to challenge us throughout our daily lives. 

  

~ Peace,  

Sr. Barbara 


