
  

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

December 12, 2021 

St. James Catholic Church 
3909 Harrison * Kansas City, Missouri 64110 

Our Mission 

We, the people of the St. James community in faith, commit 

ourselves to building the Reign of God for all people, serving 

especially our neighbors in Midtown, Kansas City. 

Our Vision 

St. James Parish will be a vital Catholic Christian presence at the 

crossroads of Kansas City, meeting the spiritual needs of our 

members and impacting both the midtown neighborhood and the 

larger community. We will be a growing and diverse community 

where worship and sacramental life are joyful and vibrant; where 

people are empowered to live the Gospel; and where, especially, 

the needs of the poor and disenfranchised are lovingly and humbly 

addressed. 

 

“I am baptizing you with water, but 

one mightier than I is coming.  

~ Luke 3:16  

Mass Schedule 

Sunday     10:00 am 

Confessions 
By appointment only 

Parish Office       (816) 561-8512 

Office Hours:        9:00 --3:00, Monday-Friday 

Email             parish@stjkc.org 

Website            stjkc.org 

Address                                  3909 Harrison St.
                 Kansas City, MO 64110 

P.O. Box Number                               P.O. Box 30388 
                 Kansas City, MO 64112    
 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Mike Roach, Pastor                               fr.mike@stjkc.org 

Fr. Garry Richmeier, Weekend Associate   garrycpps@gmail.com 

Ben Babaran, Parish Administrator                 bbabaran@stjkc.org 

Robert Basolo, Music Minister                            rbasolo@shb.com 

Beaurina Olter, Bookkeeper                       beauolter@gmail.com 

Lauren Bell Parker, Youth Minister      laurenbell426@gmail.com 

Joe Crayon, Ombudsman                                    816-812-2500 

Victim Advocate        victimadvocate@diocesekscj.org  

   

Parish Leadership Team                 LT@stjkc.org 
Toni Pennisi Wurth   Bob Anderson   
Connie Anderson   Mary Vincent  
Chris Zaroor   Chuck Wurth  
Fr. Mike    Ben Babaran 

 

Parish Finance Council          Finance@stjkc.org 

Fr. Mike   Roach   Ben Babaran  
Michael Waldeck   Andrew Shepard  
Anne Carlson    

 

 

Bulletin Deadline: Mondays 
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        ~ St. James Parish Updates ~   

• ST. JAMES DECEMBER SCHEDULE CHANGE 
 At kansascity.com, we find this statement: “The omicron variant—the latest mutation of the 
 virus that causes COVID-19—has not arrived in Kansas City, but public health officials are 
 preparing as case counts continue to rise in the area.” Adopting the same precautions, Fr. Mike 
 Roach and Ben Babaran have CANCELLED the Communal Reconciliation Service scheduled on 
 Wednesday, December 15 and the 10 PM Christmas Eve Mass. 

• CHURCH CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
 This Sunday, December 12th, we are going to decorate the church for Christmas following 
 Mass.  Please stay to help if you can.  We'll be putting up the crib set, hanging wreaths, 
 decorating windows, and putting up the Christmas altar cloth.  

• ST. JAMES CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE AND ANAPRA HEATING OIL 
 1) The deadline for the submission of Giving Tree gifts is this Sunday, December 12. 
 2) Wrapped gifts need to be dropped off in church or call/email Marcus Liddell at (715) 456-
 2492 or mliddell@alumni.nd.edu.  
 3) To help with the Anapra Heating Oil, please go to Manos Amigas Website by clicking this 
 link: https://manosamigaskc.org/contact/ and click on DONATE. 

Office of Child and Youth Protection 

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in the Church. If you 
are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse: 
1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1-800-392-3738 (if the victim is currently under the age 

of 18), and  
2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and 
3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual abuse of a 

minor or vulnerable adult to the Independent Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, at 816-812-2500, if the 
abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph. 

The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual 
abuse and their families. Please contact Whitney True-Francis, the Victim Assistance Coordinator at 
816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

https://manosamigaskc.org/contact/
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Reflection  from  Denise Simeone 

I’ve got that joy, joy, joy, joy, deep in my heart, deep in my heart …  

I can’t help but hear that old song sung on Cursillos and retreats as I read the readings for the 
Third Sunday of Advent.  

We hear the word joy, joyful or rejoice 11 times in the readings for today and we hear related 
words such as gladness, sing, exult, kindness 17 times. Is the message clear enough!  

We are called to celebrate with joy, singing, shouts, festivals, and proclamations because we 
are told that God has “removed the judgment against you and has turned away your 
enemies.” The Holy One is in our midst for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel! We 
have nothing to fear, no misfortune ahead, no need for anxiety or worry. Instead, we are told 
we will draw water at the fountain of salvation. These readings are full of images of God’s 
blessing and loving-kindness for us. Again, is the message clear enough?    

Yet the prophet Isaiah (heard in today’s responsorial) always calls God’s people to more 
faithfulness. His challenge is to “acclaim God’s name; among the nations make known God’s 
deeds, and proclaim how exalted is the name of God.” How do we do that?  

The answer is clearly given to us in the words of another prophet, John the Baptist heard in 
today’s Gospel. But just because the answer is clear it does not make it easy. John’s listeners 
of crowds, tax collectors and soldiers ask the same question, “What should we do?”   

John replies: Don’t take things away from those who are in need. If you have two cloaks give 

one away to one who has none. The same with food. (Really the same with everything.) Don’t 

cheat people. Don’t take away from them what they need to live. Don’t take away their 

livelihood or their good name or reputation. If you have what you need to live and still have 

more then perhaps you are holding on to what your neighbor needs. Build the reign of God in 

your corner of the world. Do your part to pass on the blessings of God’s loving-kindness. Then 

there will be rejoicing and gladness deep in the hearts of all. 

Is the message clear enough?     

   

 

~ Peace,  

Denise 
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~ Readings ~ 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
MI 5:1-4A 

HEB 10:5-10 
LK 1:39-45 

• Pat Rodemann 
• Deacon Ross Beaudoin 
• Connie Anderson 
• Ed Pailer 
• Amie Miller 
• Oscar Shelby 
• Patricia Cann 

~ Around Kansas City ~ 

~ We Hold in Prayer ~ 

~ Stewardship ~ 

 
Week 11/29—12/05: $3,916 

Needed each week: $3,877 

Percent of Weekly Budget: 101% 

Actual this Fiscal YTD: $88,583 

Budgeted this Fiscal YTD: $89,714 

Percent of Budget to Date: 99% 

~ Mass Attendance ~ 

In-person Attendance 
12/05, 2nd Sunday of Advent  158 
 

     Livestream Attendance  
12/05, 2nd Sunday of Advent  14 

You are invited to parishioner FRANCISCA OPARA’s book launching. 

The book is now available at Barnes & Noble and Amazon. 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/
https://www.amazon.com/

