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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
January 09, 2022

St. James Catholic Church

3909 Harrison * Kansas City, Missourti 64110

Our Mission

We, the people of the St. James community in faith, commit
ourselves to building the Reign of God for all people, serving
especially our neighbors in Midtown, Kansas City.

Our Vision

St. James Parish will be a vital Catholic Christian presence at the
crossroads of Kansas City, meeting the spiritual needs of our
members and impacting both the midtown neighborhood and the
larger community. We will be a growing and diverse community
where worship and sacramental life are joyful and vibrant; where
people are empowered to live the Gospel; and where, especially,
the needs of the poor and disenfranchised are lovingly and humbly
addressed.
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"You are my beloved Son; with you |
am well pleased."

~ Luke 3:22




~ SC. James Povish Updates ~

CHURCH ENVIRONMENT

This Sunday, after Mass, we need to take down the Christmas decorations. If you can, please
stay to help.

BETWEEN THE CRACKS FUND QUARTERLY REPORT
For the months of October, November and December 2021, St. James helped with MEDICINE,
RENT and UTILITIES.
Thank you for your continuing and generous support.

MLK EVENTS 2022
Click this link: MLK Events Around Kansas City to access in-person and virtual events.

SUPPORTING TROOST BUSINESSES
Remember in August when it was warm? St. James celebrated its 115th Founding
Anniversary. The Silent Auction items were donated by several small businesses on Troost.
Now, it is cold and the Covid virus is still with us. Several of our donors are struggling
financially. Please drop by one of these small businesses on Troost and order a cup of coffee,
a muffin, or a $2,000 quesadilla! (There’s a story there! Watch for further details.) Let’s all
help take care of each other.

Office of Child and Youth Protection

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in the Church. If you
are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse:

1.

Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1-800-392-3738 (if the victim is currently under the age
of 18), and

Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and

After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual abuse of a
minor or vulnerable adult to the Independent Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, at 816-812-2500, if the
abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph.

The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual
abuse and their families. Please contact Whitney True-Francis, the Victim Assistance Coordinator at
816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org for more information.



https://allevents.in/kansas%20city/martin-luther-king-day

It’s not often that Catholics recall their own baptism, seeing that most Catholics are infants
when they are baptized. | have the blessing of recalling not only my own baptism but that of my
brother as well. Bill was near three years old and | was seven when we were baptized.

Our mother had passed away when Bill was born. Later on our father remarried; Flo, a
Catholic, became our mother. The Catholic Church had an understanding that at seven years a child
reached the age of reason. [Don’t you believe it. I'm still looking for that benchmark!] So, it was with
that in mind that our Catholic step-mother and our non-Catholic father decided that Bill should be
baptized a Catholic and | should be asked if | wanted to become a Catholic as well.

That decision was a slow process. A number of people wanted get in on it. My paternal
grandmother, who had raised me after my mother died, wanted to be included (she was Christian
Scientist). My Catholic step-mother wanted to be involved. | don’t think my father was personally
invested in the outcome of the decision, but he wanted my birth-mother’s interests to be noted, by
including her Baptist Church in the deliberations. Confused? It was a bit confusing....

| went to a different church each Sunday: Christian Science, Catholic and Baptist. After some
time | had to make a decision. There were some things in each religion that | couldn’t put together
and be OK with. My understanding of the Catholic Church was immature at best. But | felt that there
were more things there than | could understand, and somehow | felt these were important. (This
was in 1943: the Mass was in Latin and there were many Catholic practices that were not easily
understood.)

So, with the guidance of the Holy Spirit and the love and caring of family members, | decided
to be baptized a Catholic, along with my brother, Bill.

| consider it a special blessing to be able to recall my baptism. | was just a child at the time. In
today’s gospel we read of Jesus presenting himself for baptism. As an adult, Jesus was making a
choice to join with others who acknowledged their sins and accepted the washing of repentance.
Jesus had no need to do that, but he joined with others who accepted the baptism by John.

Looking back, | can only marvel at the blessing baptism has been in my life. | also cherish the
time of decision and my sense that in the Catholic Church there was “more than meets the eye” —
and | am still finding that out day by day by day.

~ Peace,

DeacowRossy
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~ Around the World ~

8 NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS INSPIRED BY POPE FRANCIS

. Volunteer for a local charity or non-profit.

Stop judging others.

Take Scripture to heart.

Take one concrete step to become more environmentally conscious. (And start now!)
Pray every day. Even when it is hard.

Let go of a grudge or two.

Get off Twitter.

Call your loved ones regularly (and truly listen to them.)

~ Readings ~ ~ We Hold inPrayer ~
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME e Pat Rodemann
IS 62:1-5 e Deacon Ross Beaudoin
1COR 12:4-11 e Connie Anderson
IN2:1-11 e Ed Pailer
e Amie Miller
~ Stewawrdship ~ o Oscar Shelby
Week 12/27—1/02: $3,955 * Patricia Cann

Needed each week: $3,877
Percent of Weekly Budget: 102%

~ Mass Attendance ~

Actual this Fiscal YTD: $104,637 In-person Attendance
1/02, Epiphany of the Lord 41
Budgeted this Fiscal YTD: $105,222 /02, Epiphany
. 0Qo Livestream Attendance
Percent of Budget to Date: 99% 1/02, Epiphany of the Lord 27



