
Sharon Hardy, St. Therese Little Flower 

• Brief introduction – connection to St. Therese and role in the pastoral 
planning process. 

• I, together with Ben, represent the parishes of St. James, St. Therese Little 
Flower, St, Lous, Guardian Angels, and St. Francis in the core neighborhoods 
of Kansas City.   

• I want to begin by acknowledging the responsibilities the bishop and his staff 
carry in guiding the diocese during a difficult time. The deanery process we 
are completing within the template and calendar proposed by our consultants 
helped us better understand the challenges in the larger church and helped us 
examine our own pastoral situations.  No one can assume that these are 
normal times. 

• The pandemic these past two years made us aware of our common 
vulnerability, and it clearly impacted this process. Our parish meetings were 
limited to a quarter of our registered members, and we met with masks and 
social distancing. The pace of the process was challenging and the resulting 
reconfiguration of maps and designations among the seventeen parishes 
involved were often bewildering to many of our parishioners. 

• But we are here to present the final plan for the deaneries involved. St. James 
and St. Therese Little Flower will cluster under the leadership of a pastor to 
be named. St. Therese Little Flower is not sustainable at its present level but 
will be given up to two more years, collaborating with St. James and the 
parish family in order to develop greater vitality. The status of St. Therese 
Little Flower will be evaluated on an annual basis from April to April until 
April of 2024. Greater vitality will be measured by data points such as 
sacramental activity, financial contributions, membership, and other parish 
data. 

• St. Francis Xavier remains a stand-alone parish. 
• Guardian Angels is not sustainable at its present level but will be given up to 

two more years as a stand‐alone parish, collaborating with the parish family 
in order to build greater vitality. Like St. Therese Little Flower, the status of 
Guardian Angels will be evaluated on an annual basis from April to April until 
April of 2024 using the same worksheet. 

• St. Louis Parish will merge with St. Therese Little Flower Parish. That means 
St. Louis will close. May the Holy Spirit guide the parishioners of St. Louis as 
we welcome them into their new “home church” – St. Therese Little Flower! 

 

 


